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POETRY: A Magazine of Verse 

PEOPLE WHO MUST 

I put my easel on the roof of a skyscraper. 

I painted a long while and called it a day's work. 

The people on a corner swarmed and the traffic cop's whistle 

never let up all afternoon. 
They were the same as bugs, many bugs on their way — 
Those people on the go or at a standstill; 
And the traffic cop a spot of blue, a splinter of brass, 
Where the black tides ran around him 
And he kept the street. I painted a long while 
And called it a day's work. 



BAS-RELIEF 

Five geese deploy mysteriously. 
Onward proudly with flagstaffs. 
Hearses with silver bugles, 
Bushels of plum-blossoms dropping 
For ten mystic web-feet — 
Each his own drum-major, 
Each charged with the honor 
Of the ancient goose nation, 
Each with a nose-length surpassing 
The nose-lengths of rival nations. 
Somberly, slowly, unimpeachably, 
Five geese deploy mysteriously. 
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